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Maeve

Thank you very much for having us today. We are from Inclusion
Australia, the national representative organisation for people with an

intellectual disability.

My name is Brooke Canham. | am a Policy Officer at Inclusion

Australia.

| have been a Policy Officer for six months and before that | worked
on a project called Make Decisions Real. This was about supported

decision-making.

In our project we talked about how to get good supports and made
resources for people with an intellectual disability about how to

make decisions.



Maeve

Today we are going to talk about voting for people with an
intellectual disability. This is a human right under UN conventions,
but people with an intellectual disability in Australia have told us

there are different issues for them when they are voting.

Brooke is going to talk a little bit about the right to vote and about

her experiences with voting.

Human rights are basic rights and freedoms that belong to every
person in the world. Rights are something that all people have
regardless of background, where we live, what we look like, what we

think or what we believe.

The UN Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities says
what countries should do to protect the rights of people with

disabilities. Australia signed the CRPD in 2008.

Article 29 of the CRPD says that people with disability have political
rights and should be able to participate in political life on an equal

basis to others.

At the moment, lots of people with an intellectual disability in

Australia don’t have their rights in reality.
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This is my story about voting.

i rhink voting 13 VUB nard they guve Nau too mony papers when Mou 90
Yo the peson when qou fsuan U -

There is nothing iN_easy Read o Foillcw how ro vote.

P Wnow the peopie tel you Home INSructions buk o 1S Stl f_cn%u&s&ir’%
for me. i

when 1 go Voring L om alway s wikh a family member ond they nelp me
Sgn 16 ONT MOKes BUre | oM OK.

buk  wnen My ?cnmmj have voreol wand tm.m_mg UD  Some Nme v LU AL
Comes UP_ Anhd QWRS me s heip.

Ot the Srart when you woalk Facugin _cor park_cnd Haefe are pecple
Waving  paper Saying vote for these people rhal's wnen \ gtart gtbkmg
very congusyed. 5

They neea to make vc::‘nna cusiesr for me and Other pecpie  with disabiltHes
Qwving ™Me Sone more Hme OX Fhe Stand 6 vote.

Maeve

In 2022, Inclusion Australia signed an open letter along with more

than 65 organisations which was led by Australian Lawyers for

Human Rights.

The letter called for action to protect the right of people with
disability to vote in line with Australia’s international human rights
law obligations and recommendations for reform made by the

Australian Law Reform Commission in 2014.

Along with these recommendations, Brooke is going to share some

other ideas we have.
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We have some ideas about what needs to change to make things

more accessible for people with disability.

e There should be more Easy Read information. There is some
online, but it is hard to find, and it should be available in person
on the day.

e There shouldn’t be people putting ‘how to vote’ cards in
people’s faces if they already know who they want to vote for.

e People with an intellectual disability should be able to have
more time at the stand. People might feel rushed or be told to
hurry as there are queues.

e We should think about if it’s ok to have someone support you
when you’re voting, to explain the process in a better format.

This could be like supported decision-making.

Thank you very much for the opportunity to share our ideas with you

today.
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