
1 
 

Joint statement: National Advocacy Collective calls on the Government to abandon 
Schedule 5 of the Social Security and Other Legislative Amendments (Technical Change No. 
2) Bill 2025  
The National Advocacy Collective (NAC) is a national network of parents with an intellectual disability, 
advocates, researchers and allies working to protect the rights of parents with an intellectual disability. The 
NAC is calling on the Government to abandon Schedule 5 of the Social Security and Other Legislative 
Amendments (Technical Change No. 2) Bill 2025. This would give police new powers to advise the 
Government to stop a person’s Centrelink payment if they have an outstanding arrest warrant. 

Parents with intellectual disability would be among those most harmed. Many families are already 
navigating systems that misunderstand or overlook their rights and needs, provide inadequate support, or 
respond with surveillance instead of assistance. Cutting off a family’s income based solely on police 
advice, without evidence, due process, or a court outcome, would be devastating. It risks leaving people 
without money for rent, food, transport or other essentials. If implemented, this proposal would put 
families at immediate risk of homelessness, unsafe living situations, and for parents, involuntary child 
protection involvement. 

The Disability Royal Commission has shown that women with disability experience disproportionately high 
rates of physical and sexual violence and face greater barriers in reporting, accessing safety and receiving 
support.i Misidentification and system failures are particularly common for women with cognitive or 
psychosocial disability. Research also shows that parents with intellectual disability who seek support, 
including during domestic and family violence, are often met with increased surveillance and child 
protection responses rather than support, frequently resulting in child removal.ii In these contexts, 
Schedule 5 would not only jeopardise a parent’s financial security but increase the likelihood of child 
protection involvement at precisely the moment they and their children need stability and safety. 

Serious injustices already occur within systems that are supported to guarantee due process. Under an 
administrative arrangement like Schedule 5 where decisions could be made rapidly, without evidence, legal 
representation or advocacy, the risks are even greater. The proposal undermines the presumption of 
innocence and blurs the separation of powers. Claims that this measure improves community safety are 
unfounded. Social security is itself a cornerstone of community safety, enabling families to meet basic 
needs and keep children safe, fed and housed.  

This amendment was introduced without public consultation or meaningful scrutiny, despite its wide-
ranging impact on millions of Australians, including those most vulnerable to poverty, violence and 
systemic discrimination. The NAC joins the growing calls from civil society organisations for Government to 
immediately abandon Schedule 5.  

Any reform of the social security system must be grounded in human rights and designed to strengthen the 
equality, safety and wellbeing of people with disability, including parents with intellectual disability.  
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National Advocacy Collective (NAC) members  

Parents with intellectual disability are central to the NAC’s work. Parents across different states and territories take 

part in NAC meetings and advocacy work as part of NAC member organisations or representing themselves.  

ACT 

ACT Disability and Aged Care 

Services (ADACAS) 

ACT Down Syndrome & Intellectual 

Disability 

NSW 

Family Inclusion Strategies in the 

Hunter (FISH) 

Family Inclusion Network, 

Southeast Queensland 

Intellectual Disability Rights Service 

(IDRS) 

Prof. Iva Strnadová, UNSW 

NSW Council for Intellectual 

Disability (CID)  

Dr Susan Collings, Western Sydney 

University 

Dr Margaret Spencer, University of 

Sydney 

Northern Territory 

Inclusion Northern Territory 

Disability Advocacy Service  

Queensland  

Community Living Association  

Family Inclusion Network (FIN) 

Southeast Queensland 

Dr Kathy Ellem, University of 

Queensland (UQ)  

Linda McKey: Family Support 

Services  

Moreton Bay Ability 

Parent2Parent QLD 

Queensland Disability Network 

Queensland Independent Disability 

Advocacy Network (QIDAN) 

South Australia 

South Australian Council on 

Intellectual Disability (SACID) 

Tasmania 

Speak Out Advocacy 

Victoria 

Independent Family Advocacy and 

Support (IFAS), Victoria Legal Aid 

Dr Kathleen Fitt, RMIT 

Powerful Parents (PPP) 

Victorian Advocacy League for 

Individuals with Disability (VALID) 

STAR Victoria 

WA 

Developmental Disability WA 

(DDWA) 

Dr Melissa O’Donnell, Australian 

Centre for Child Protection, 

University of South Australia 

National 

First Peoples Disability Network 

(FPDN) 

Inclusion Australia 

Life Without Barriers 

Parenting Research Centre 

Women With Disabilities Australia 

(WWDA) 
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